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Week ending the 10th July 1880, 


No. Names of newspapers. Place of publication. eS Dates of is ong gga examined 
BENGALI. 
Monthly. 
‘Bharat Shramajivi”’ ... .. | Caleutta mn 2,100 
: , Gramvarté Prakashika ”’ . | Comercolly aes 175 
Fortnightly. 
“ Sansodhini ” ve ove . | Chittagong re 600 
: 66 ms Pratidhwani ece eee eee Ditto oe eeecvee 28th June 1880. 
6 |“Rajshahye Samvéad” ... = . | Rajshahye ve 31 
Weekly. 
6 | ‘Ananda Bazar Patrika”’ ove | Caloutta 700 | 29th ditto. 
7 |“ Arya Darpan ” ‘i aes | Ditto — 000 2nd July 1880. 
§ |‘ Bharat Mihir ».» | Mymensingh 671 | 29th June ditto. 
9 | * Bengal Advertiser”’ .»- | Calcutta oe 2,000 
10 |  Bardwdn Sanjivant”’ ... | Bardwan ae 296 
11 | ‘Dacca Prakash” .»» | Dacca a 360 | 4th July 1880. 
12 | “ Education Gazette” ++! Hooghly  . oes 745 | 2nd ditto. 
13 |**Hindu Hitaishini” _... «+ | Dacca see 300 
14 | * Hindu Ranjika”’ oe aa +» | Beauleah, R4éjshéhye... 200 | 80th June 1880. 
15 | “Howrah Hitakari” oes eve »»- | Bethar, Howrah iS 400 
16 | ** Medini” sia .» | Midnapore ae 250 | 30th ditto. 
17 | ** Murshidabéd Patriké”’ see .«» | Berhampore o 487 
18 |‘ Murshidabad Pratinidhi”’ mae Ditto i és 26th _ ditto. 
19 |“ Navavibhakar’”’ ‘as - | Calcutta -" 850 5th July 1880. 
20 | * Pratikér”’ ‘a +++ | Berhampore ve 275 
21 |‘ Rangpore Dik Prakash”’ +» | Kakinia, Rangpore .. 250 | Ist ditto. 
22 | * Sadharani”’ a . | Chinsurah B 600 | 4th ditto. 
23 | ‘‘ Sahachar”’ Calcutta i 500 | 5th — ditto. 
24 | ** Samalochak”’ «:| Ditto ie 1,000 | 9th ditto. 
25 | ‘* Samachar Sar” »| Allahabad 2 350 
26 | Som Prakash ”’ .| Calcutta . ie ae 5th — ditto. 
z Salabhe Semiehir” | Ditto ane 3rd ditto. 
‘Sharad Kaumudi”’ - | Bhowanipore 
29 | Srihatta Prakésh” =... |. |. | Sylhet 440 | 28th June 1880. 
30 |“ Tripura Vartavaha” ... — ,., . | Commillah wee | SPd July ditto, 
Tri-weekly. 
31 | ‘Samachar Sudhavarshan”’ _,, ... | Calcutta i cooees 
Daily. 
32 |“ Samvid Prabhakar” ... ... — ...| Ditto 700 | 1st to 8th July 1880. 
33 |“ Samvad Pirnachandrodaya” ... _...| Ditto ae 300 | 5th to 8th ditto. 
ee. - |. -| ore me 
2 | “ Banga Vidya &shika’’ on itto - . 
36 |“ Prabhat” ig as - io veccee | 90th June and 2nd to 10th July 1880. 
ENGLISH anp Urpv. 
Weekly. 
7 |“UnduGuide? Calcutta | 368 | Sra July 1880, 
| HInpt. 
| Weekly. 
38 “ Behar Bandhu”’ ' ‘aa ...| Bankipore, Patna .. 500 | Ist ditto. 
39 rt 4 Bhé ° 
29 |“ Bharat Mitra” ... | Calcutta sal 500 | lst ditto. 
4) | “Jagat Mitra” ...| Ditto vee 167 | ith ditto. 
41 |“ Sér Sudh&nidhi ” .. | Ditto ae 200 | 5th ditto. 
PERBIAN. 
Weekly. . ‘ 
2 |Jém-Jahin-nomi”  ., | Ditto | 250 | 2nd ditto, 
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_ PoxrricaL. | 
Tue Bhdrat Mihir, of the 29th June, thus concludes an article 
Afghan affairs. descriptive of the state of affairs in Afoho. 


nistan—In_our_opinion, Candahar shoul 
be re-attached to Cabul and Yakub~ Khan released by Government, 
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[ ) , by Government, 
Yakub has not -yet-lost-his former courage and vigor, while his long caree; 


of adversity has made him popular with Afghan tribes. It would, on the 
other hand, be as absurd to raise the boy Musa Khan a3 & puppet on the 
throne as to recognize Ayub Khan of Herat as the Amir of Afghanistan, 
9. The same paper writes as follows :—We do not deny that, if the 
Natives of India and political parties people of India identified themselves with any 
in England. one of the political parties in England, and 
allowed their country to become the battle-field of party warfare, the conge- 
uences would be fatal to all progress, But, if to be elated with joy at the 
ownfall of a Government which, trampling all justice under foot, had 
inaugurated a reign of brute-force all over the world; which had, without an 
cause, unfurled the banner of destruction at once in Africa and Afghanistan ; 
which had easily broken its promises, gagged the press, and disarmed the 
eople; and which had in various ways, for three years, sucked dry their 
life-blood and ground their bones, were to be regarded as sympathy with the 
Liberal party, the people are ready to accept the consequences. They do not 
comprehend the intricate and tortuous course of British politics. What 
they do understand is that he alone that looks upon the two hundred and 
twenty millions of the natives of India with sympathetic eyes and pleads 
their cause in Parliament is their friend. They are happy in his happiness 
and sorry in his sorrow. If the Government of Mr. Gladstone does not 
remove their wrongs, if he, an old and experienced man, does not feel for them, 
if even he inflicts wounds on their already lacerated bodies, will they still 
remain prostrate at his feet? From their acts, the men of the Liberal party 
have appeared to them to be comparatively generous and honest, and thus 
secured their sympathy and esteem. At the downfall of the Conservatives the 
people of India have but expressed the natural feeling of their hearts, and for 
fear of offending a tortuous statesmanship they cannot war with nature. 
3. We extract the following observations from another article in the 
The. promises and the performances SaMe paper : We should have had no regret 
of Gis Sieeees Hever. had Mr. Gladstone shown the same firmness in 
dealing with the other important public matters which demand his attention 
that he has evinced in grappling with the intricate Eastern Question. The 
unfortunate Shere Ali and equally luckless Cetewayo would seem to have 
been born at the same moment. One is really overwhelmed with sorrow at 
their misfortunes and the troubles which have come upon their countries. 
Their only fault would seem to have been their patriotism and the efforts 
which they made in self-defence. In many respects there is a similarity 
noticeable between the Zulu and the Afghan wars. Compared with the 
British, both Cetewayo and Shere Ali are barbarians. Both were once firm 
friends of the British nation, both subsequently fought to the best of their 
ability, and the British lion has in its struggles with both been sufficiently 
worsted and humiliated. It is to be doubted whether any other civilized 
nation was ever before engaged in such a diabolical and wicked war. By 
allowing Sir Bartle Frere to continue with honor in his post in Africa, 
man whose actions were so strongly denounced by him when in opposition, 18 
not Mr. Gladstone offering an insult to all sense of justice ? Nor had the 
Liberal leaders spoken in uncertain tones regarding the Afghan war. We, 
of course, admit that the conflagration which has been caused in Cabul by 


_ Lord Lytton is not such as could be extinguished in a moment, but by the 


disintegration of Afghanistan, and by the separation therefrom of Candahar, 
ne i 


ee ee abel nae aes ' 


3.3 
, not Mr. Gladstone following the lines of policy laid down by his prede- 


aesg0T8 ? Take, again, the case of the Afghan war expenses. Mr, Gladstone 
1 office speaks of making a contribution of 50 lakhs of rupees only from 
the Boglish exchequer towards the cost of the Afghan war, the prosecution 
of which every month is entailing a charge equal to this amount. Mr. 
Gladstone has asked the public to be patient for some time. We are indeed 
prepared to show forbearance, but if Candahar be really separated from 
Cabul and the expenses of the war be thrown” On the shoulders of India, 
shall we not believe that the Liberals also, like their predecessors, are seeking 
to impose on the public by mellifluous speech and following the old lines 
licy ? 
. “ The same paper writes a long article on Lord Lytton. The late 
administration has extremely disappointed the 
people of India, who had formed high expec- 
tations from the accession to power of a poet Viceroy, the son of a distinguished 
writer. Particular reference is made to the Vernacular Press Act, which has 
arrested the progress of vernacular literature. The people of India will long 
remember Lord Lytton’s rule. He retires from the country carrying away 


their Curses. 


Lord Lytton. 


5. The following extracts are made from the Ananda Bazar Patrikd,. 


of the 29th June:—Whatever measures were 
adopted by the Conservative Government affect- 
ing the people of India have almost invariably injured their interests. The 
Liberals gave hopes that they would save us from the consequences of 
evil statesmanship, but they have not as yet fulfilled any one of our expec- 
tations. It would not still matter much were we confident that our 
hopes would be realized, but, in the matter of the Afghan war expenses, the 
new ministry have disappointed us. Out of the hundreds of millions which 
have been expended on this war, they have now offered to pay a sum of 
88 lakhs of rupees only, and this in spite of the almost unanimous opinion 
of the English press and of the Liberals leaders that India should not be 
made liable for the costs of this war. Ifshe were thus made liable, there 
would be no escape from two unpleasant consequences, namely, the reten- 
tion of the License and possibly the imposition of another tax, and, secondly, 
facility it would afford the new ministry for ignoring their pledges to 
é nation. 
6. The same paper publishes an imaginary conversation between a 
Sanaa ner ae member of the Mahomedan Literary Society 
suse and a subscriber to the Amrita Bazar Patrika 
newspaper relative to the address which the former body has lately presented 
to Lord Lytton. The reader of the journal, throughout the conversation, 
linds fault with the action of the Society in this matter, while Prince 
Rahman, one of its members, defends its conduct on the ground that Lord 
Lytton was entitled to an address from the Mahomedan community because, 
by his treatment of Shere Ali and Yakub Khan and his general conduct in 
reference to the war in Afghanistan, he has conferred an incalculable advan- 
lage upon its people. The first Afghan war also, says the Prince, was 
beneficial to the Afghans, because it taught them the use of firearms and 
the secret of manufacturing them, made them acquainted with the British, 
and raised them in the estimation of the latter. Since that time their 
alliance has been sought both by Russia and the British Government, which 
ater has long supplied them with money and arms. The present war 
as saved the liberties of the people who were fast losing them under 
the strong government of Shere Ali. Yakub Khan has met with a deserved 
treatment at the hands of the British. He was not faithful to anybody, 
and for his treachery was imprisoned by his late father. The Afghans had 


The Afghan war expenses. 
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to bear his expenses which he was in prison. The British Goy 
has now taken charge of him and thus relieved the people of Afg 
of a burden. The war has, indeed, caused much slaughter, but it has not 
been confined to the Afghans, the casualties having been larger among th, 
British army. On the other hand, the Afghans are being enriched with 
British gold, and, if the war continues for some time longer, poverty wil] 
altogether disappear from Afghanistan. The war has arrested the decline 
of the Afghan races and fanned their fanaticism. On all these grounds 
Lord Lytton deserves to be regarded as a benefactor of their country. 
7. The same paper refers to the difficulty experienced by the British 
Government in Afghanistan in selecting a compp. 
,An Amir wanted for Afghani- tent person for the office of Amir. In the 
es | meantime rumour speaks of either Monly; 
Abdul Latif, who has been newly created a Nawab, or some other member 
of the Mahomedan Literary Society, as having a chance of being selected 
for this office. ‘The best solution of the difficulty, however, would be found 
in the nomination of some European, who might be willing to renounce his 
faith in Christ for Mahomedanism. 

8. The Sddhdrani, of the 4th July, thus concludes a series of articles 
on the history of Afghanistan and the dealings 
of its Amirs with the British Government :-— 
A review of the circumstances that have led to the war and of the present 
position of affairs in Afghanistan leads one to the conclusion that the 
British Government desires to maintain that country as an effectual check 
against the advance of Russia. Now, this object might be attained in 
two different ways, first, by having a strong and friendly Afghanistan, 
and, secondly, by effacing her from the map, annexing it, and _placin 
British troops therein. The Conservative party did not do either of these 
things. The punishment of Shere Ali or Yakub Khan is not the way to 
compass any one of these ends; nor is any purpose subserved by stationing 
a Resident in Cabul, making a conquest of Kurram, or separating Candahar 
from Cabul, and appointing thereto an independent Amir. The Indian 
exchequer labors under constant deficits. If Hngland would undertake 
to pay for it, an armed occupation of Cabul, for at least twenty years 
to come, would be advisable, otherwise—and this is the more probable course— 
there should be no more idle negotiations with Abdur Rahman, but a 
speedy reinstatement of Yakub Khan on the throne of his father, anda 
retirement of the British army from Afghanistan. 

9. The Som Prakash, of the 5th July, regards it as ominous that 


i iad cai Mr. Gladstone should be called upon to deal with 
bigotry aud exclusiveness on his entrance into | 

office. The Bradlaugh incident has shown that, while the part he has taken in 
the matter has been worthy of his liberal principles, the majority of the members 
in the house possess narrow views on political questions. Their disapproval 
of the appointment of Lord Ripon on the ground of his religious opinions 1s 4 
further proof of this fact. With such a majority Mr. Gladstone will find! 
difficult to act. towards India in a liberal spirit. The young natives, who 


were so jubilant at the triumph of the Liberals, will now perceive their 
mistake. 
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Afghan affairs. 


Prsrtic ADMINISTRATION. 


10. The following observations are extracted from an article in the 


Lord Lytton’s administration. Srihatta P rakash, of the 28th June :—It 13 need- 


; nee less to dwell upon the injurious character of Lord 
Lytton’s administration, which will be remembered by the people 80 long 


as British rule continues in this country. By raising him to the highest 
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fice in India the Conservatives had but prepared the way to their own 
downfall. Lord Lytton, however, is entitled to the gratitude of the people of 
India for the benefit which he has, by means of his injurious public measures, 
nnconsciously conferred upon them. By his obedience and faithfulness to 
ris chief, Lore Beaconsfield, he has taught them what gratitude is, and 
has, moreover, shown that a poet is not necessarily honest and generous. 
Lord Lytton has further roused them to a sense of their subject condition, 
and by passing the Press Law made them conceive a strong attachment for 
their own vernacular literature. These are important political lessons. 
The highest moral, however, which his administration points is that unright- 
eousness always ends in defeat and disaster. The downfall of the Conserva- 
tives has been a striking illustration of this truth. 

11. A correspondent of the same paper directs the attention of the S2™4tr Pasxas, 
authorities of the police to the presence of dacoits ""***™'* 
on the rivers in Sylhet, who frequently plunder 
boats carrying passengers. ‘The writer himself recently fell into the hands 
of a few dacoits when coming to Dacca. 

12. The Purva Pratidhwani, of the 28th June, refers to the hardship Pv2va Paarpewasr, 

and loss which have been caused to the people °° **¥ 188 
Land registration in Chittagong. of Chittagong by land registration opera- 
tions. ‘The inhabitants are mostly poor agri- 
culturists, who cannot afford to stay away from their homes for any length 
of time. There do not, again, exist any facilities of communication in 
this district. Owing to the dilatoriness of the officials, however, the witnesses 
have to dance attendance for days successively. 

13. The Bharat Mihir, of the 29th June, again refers to the subject Sant Mims, 
of License-tax in Mymensingh. A great deal "n° tb, 18%. 
of confusion exists in connection with the 
refunds ordered on appeal. There have been many cases in which refunds 
have not yet been made. [For the information of the Divisional Commis- 
sioner, who is now on a visit thereto, the Editor mentions the names of the 
parties who have been overassessed, or wrongly assessed, in this district. | 

14. The Medint, of the 30th June, contains a long article on the Maprs1, 

recent settlement operations in the khas °“™*°™™'* 
Mid? of the khas mehals mehals of the Midnapore district, and the hard- 
ship which has been caused to the tenants 
by the undue enhancement of rents. Many, who could afford to do so, have 
sought the protection of the law courts, but they are but few compared with 
the large number of persons who have been aggrieved by the action of the 


settlement officers. The Editor asks Government to settle the matter by 
arbitration. 


Dacoits on the rivers in Sylhet. 


The License-tax in Mymensingh. 


15. A correspondent of the Education Gazette, of the 2nd July, directs Eovoarios Gasercs, 
the attention of Government to the necessity 7 ®t 189°. 
of empowering the police to take cognizance 
of petty cases of injury without being first directed by the Magistrate to do so. 

© writer illustrates his remarks by referring to an incident which is 
‘mmon enough in villages which are distant from a thana or outpost. The 


Cases cognizable by the police. 


tattle of a rich man in a village injure the crops of a few cultivators. They ( 
‘ie the cattle, and when taking it to the pound are stopped on the road by 
Ne owner’s men, who take it back by force to his house. In the altercation 
"lich ensues the poor cultivators are beaten. They repair to the thana and 
‘omplain, but the person in charge, not having the authority directly to 

, eve their complaint, refers them to the Magistrate. This they cannot 

°. The Magistrate holds his court at a distant place and the men cannot. 


‘i, rife from their work without loss. Thus they are obliged'to suffer in 
e, 
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. The Arya Darpan, of the 2nd July, thus writes in an an; 
oi ii headed ‘Patience works wonders oe 
know it will require some time to restore 
order in Afghanistan. Even in India to set aright what has become 
irregular will prove to be a work of time Lord Ripon has but just arrived in 
India, and we cannot expect that he will do all that is needed at once. 4, 
will follow the example of Lord Northbrook and gradually take in hand 
those matters that call for his interference. It is therefore yet too early to 
accuse him of inaction. We should wait. 

17. The Dacca Prakésh, of the 4th July, remarks, in reference to the 

address presented to Lord Lytton by the 
Mahomedan Literary Society, that, on examina. 
tion, the document will be found to be wholly devoid of worth. The Society 
had already sold its independence to Government, and the new title cop. 
ferred on Moulvie Abdul Latif, one of its prominent members, accounts in a 
great measure for its present action. The Editor hopes that Lord Lytton 
will have the greatness during his voyage home to throw into the sea the 
paper on which the address is written. 

18. The Som Prakdsh, of the 5th July, contains an article headed 
“The downfall of Sir John Strachey.” That 
such acts, remarks the writer, as those performed 
by Lord Lytton and Sir John Strachey could be possible is only owing to 
the irresponsible character of the Indian administration. The person who 
expends the revenues has no accountability to, or sympathy with, the tax- 

ayers. There is consequently a reckless expenditure of the public funds. 

he fact is certain changes have become necessary in the constitution of 
the Government of India. These are, first, the farce of the present Legisla- 
tive Council should be abolished—a council which could accord its assent to 
the erroneous budgets of Sir John Strachey. If we are to judge them by 
their actions, the members of this council do not possess any sympathy for 
the people of India. They should therefore make room for others, who will 
feel for the natives of the country. There should be a council formed of 
representatives of the people. They are mistaken that would indefinitely 
postpone the adoption of such a measure. Government should further 
give up its policy of looking on natives in the light of a subject and inferior 
people. The introduction of a system of representative government will 
also lead to great savings. 

19. The Jamalpur correspondent of the same paper refers to a 

Tho increase of intemperance in fearful increase of intemperance among the 
Jamalpur. people in and about Jamalpur. A number 
of distilleries have been opened in the locality, and spirituous liquors have 
been considerably cheapened. The poor are being demoralized. : 

20. Another correspondent of the same paper directs the attention 

A ceed Gealsd bee Catach, of Government to the necessity of excavating 

} a canal, joining Commillah with Hlliotgun), 
a distance of 21 miles. The district suffers extremely for want of such 4 
work. During the summer months the river is so shallow that all trafic 
by boat is impossible, while during the rains the Gumti overflows its bank: 


and inflicts considerable damage on the town. Communication will be 
greatly facilitated by the excavation of this canal. 


21. The Navavibhdkar, of the 5th July, dwells on the necessity of 
A law regarding the sale of aHindu preventing by a legislative enactment the 


nay ee er sale of any portion of a family dwelling-house 
owned by more than one person to any outsider. In joint Hindu families 
the ill-feeling between the members sometimes becomes so strong, that 
is not unusual to find a co-sharer selling his share of the property - 


Lord Ripon. 


Address to Lord Lytton. 


Sir John Strachey. 
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outsider for a mach less consideration than he would have received from 
the other co-sharers. The outsider not unoften turns out to be a wicked 
erson, Who uses his position in harassing them. In such cases, the old 
no-sharers are obliged to leave the house, or, if they are poor, remain therein 
exposed to constant insults. Yo prevent this state of things, Government 
‘s asked to make some provision in the law, declaring that any person 
jesirous of disposing of landed property derived from his ancestors or of 
the family dwelling-house should first apprise his relatives of his intention, 
and if they are ready to offer a reasonable price for the share to be disposed 
of, it should be sold to them, and not to any other party. In the latter 
ease the sale should be liable to be declared invalid. In case of dispute, 
the price should be fixed by a punehayet appointed by the District Judge, to 
whom application should be made for this purpose. 

99. The Sahachar, of the 5th July, does not think that the people 
of India trouble themselves the least about 
the religious opinions of Lord Ripon. They 
are convinced that the Catholics are, as a class, more pious than the 
Protestants. Dr. Duff, a Protestant missionary, clamoured for the introduction 
of the Martial Law during the Mutiny of 1857. Nor would they care if 
the ruler was a Mahomedan. What they do want is that the Viceroy should 
act with a view to benefit India and deal with the people in an honest and 
straightforward manner. Heshould not needlessly distrust them. They know 
the history of Lord Ripon’s career and have great confidence in him. They 
do not expect that Mr. Gladstone will remove their wrongs all at once, but 
fully believe that he will not consciously allow any injustice to be done. 
They firmly believe that, under his administration, there will be no repetition 
of such measures as the remission of the cotton-duties. The people are 
prepared to test Lord Ripon, and neither ask nor think it possible that he 
should reverse the Lytton-Strachey-Eden administration in one day. They 
fully recognize his difficulties. His Excellency, however, should remember 
that the people of India are attached to British rule, simply because it is a 
hberal system of Government favorable to the growth of the natural rights 
ofman. Lord Lytton’s rule was the very opposite of this. He plainly 
told the people on the occasion of the Imperial Assemblage at Delhi that 
they should not aspire to high administrative posts under Govevnment; and 
this while the British nation was troubling themselves about the political 


The work before Lord Ripon. 


condition of the Bulgarians and Montenegrins. It has become necessary 


that the system of Government which obtains in the Colonies should be 
gradually introduced into this country. 


23. The same paper in another article remarks that Lord Ripon 


- . will find on enquiry that direct taxation is 
prt below Sand. Rigen. not suited to this country. Indirect taxes, 
such as the salt and the cotton duties, would be preferable to the License- 


tax. The Press and the Arms Acts are harsh and unnecessary measures, 
and should be repealed. 


RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, m.a. & B.L., 


Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 10th July 1880. 
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